
California considers requiring motorcycle smog checks 
Proponents say every effort will help in the air pollution and climate change fight. Foes 
say it would be an infringement on bikers' rights. 
By Susan Carpenter, staff writer  
L.A. Times, Tuesday, May 5, 2009  

Cars do it. Trucks do it. And now the state of California may require motorcycles to do it, too.  

Biennial smog checks would be required for motorcycles manufactured in the 2000 model year 
and later under a bill making its way through the California Legislature. 

Introduced in the Senate in late February, SB 435 targets bikes with illegally modified exhaust 
systems and would go into effect in 2012 if passed and signed by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
an avid motorcyclist. 

The measure has won support from health and environmental groups that say the move is critical 
to reducing the state's smog pollution but has angered motorcycle-rights groups, dealers and 
manufacturers, which say it's bad for business and an infringement of riders' freedoms.  

Motorcycles account for 3.6% of registered vehicles in the state and make up just 0.8% of 
vehicle-miles traveled, yet account for 10% of passenger vehicles' smog-forming emissions, 
according to the California Air Resources Board, which backs the measure. Although fuel-efficient 
bikes emit significantly less carbon dioxide per mile, the ARB says they are, on average, 14 times 
more polluting per mile when it comes to emissions of oxides of nitrogen and hydrocarbons -- 
smog-forming pollutants that have been shown to trigger asthma attacks and worsen respiratory 
and cardiac illnesses. 

The ARB estimates that 5.2 tons of pollutants would be prevented from entering the atmosphere 
daily if motorcycle smog checks become law.  

"Five tons of smog out of 5,691 tons emitted daily from all statewide sources is so minuscule," 
said John Paliwoda, executive director of the California Motorcycle Dealers Assn. in Lake 
Elsinore. "Our feeling is that fewer people will want to buy motorcycles if they'd have to go 
through a smog check where no smog check is required right now." 

Already, the industry is aching from the freezing of consumer credit and plummeting personal 
wealth, which have led to a 30.5% decline in new sales for the first quarter of 2009 over the same 
period last year, according to the Motorcycle Industry Council. 

But the ARB says every emission source is fair game in its effort to corral pollutants linked to 
health problems and climate change. 

"It's so difficult to find new sources of emissions reductions, particularly for L.A.," said Tom 
Cackette, the ARB's deputy director. "Some people think motorcycles look small, and percentage-
wise they are tiny, but so is everything else that's available for emissions reductions." 

California's existing smog check programs already stop 400 tons of smog-forming pollutants 
daily, primarily from light-duty cars, trucks and SUVs; but the state must, by 2023, come up with 
several hundred more tons of pollution savings per day to meet federal clean air requirements. 
The state also is committed to reducing greenhouse gases. 

If motorcycle smog checks become law, the vehicles would join light-duty diesel trucks, which will 
be subject to smog checks beginning next year, and, potentially, older vehicles. A tougher 
measure, AB 859, is also working its way through the Legislature. It would require smog checks 
every year, rather than every other year. 

In pursuing bikes of 280 cc and above made in the 2000 model year and beyond, SB 435 
attempts to home in on the size of motorcycle more likely to have a modified exhaust system, and 
an era of bikes equipped with catalytic converters. Motorcycles that employ catalytic converters 
are more reliant on them to reduce emissions and are at greater risk of becoming gross polluters 
when those systems are removed. 



It's these gross polluters that SB 435 is after. 

Whether for improved performance, a different sound or a custom look, 38% of on-road 
motorcycle owners replace or modify their exhaust systems, according to the Motorcycle Industry 
Council's 2008 Owner Survey. Cruisers are the most common type of bike with a modified 
exhaust, followed by sport bikes, touring models and competition dirt bikes. 

But a 2008 study of aftermarket activity by the ARB found that 85% of bikes 280 cc and larger 
had modified exhausts. "Most" of those, said Cackette, were illegal. 

Not all modified exhausts are illegal; some comply with the emissions requirements that govern 
what makes and models can be sold in the state. But many modified exhausts remove the bikes' 
catalytic converters, causing them to emit twice the legal limit of hydrocarbons and oxides of 
nitrogen. 

"Motorcyclists perhaps don't realize that those catalytic converters are absolutely critical to 
improving our air quality," said state Sen. Fran Pavley (D-Agoura Hills), author of SB 435. "I 
would like to challenge the motorcycle dealerships to work with us in educating motorcycle riders 
about the importance of keeping their catalytic converters on their bikes, as well as realizing that 
since all cars are part of the smog-check program and because we really have air pollution 
problems in so many parts of California, they need to be part of the solution." 

California was home to nine of the country's 10 worst cities for smog, according to a recent report 
by the American Lung Assn., a co-sponsor of SB 435. 

"I'm sure that many of these riders have families. They have children, who are especially 
susceptible to pollution," said Bonnie Holmes-Gen, senior policy director for the American Lung 
Assn. of California. "I believe people that ride are concerned about these issues also but maybe 
just don't understand how serious the problem is." 

Although stalled in the Senate's Appropriations Committee, SB 435 is expected on the floor later 
this month and could be sent to the Assembly in June. A full vote would not be expected before 
August. Schwarzenegger "owns and rides motorcycles," but has not taken a position on the bill, 
said spokesman Aaron McLear. 

The California Department of Consumer Affairs would oversee development of the test if the bill 
passes and has not estimated its cost to motorcycle owners. "It will probably be a simple test -- 
maybe a visual inspection or a tailpipe test," Pavley said. "It wouldn't be as complicated or 
sophisticated as it is for automobiles."  

Tim Buche, president of the Motorcycle Industry Council in Irvine, said the aims of the test could 
be circumvented more easily by motorcyclists than by other motorists: Aftermarket exhaust 
systems, which cost $1,000 to $4,000, can be removed in several hours and reinstalled after the 
test. 

"The whole impact to the consumer of not being able to customize and personalize your 
motorcycle and tune it as you would like is something we can't support," Buche said, "because 
we know how valued that is by our customers." 
 
White House, House GOP convene meetings on climate 
By Dina Capiello - Associated Press Writer  
In the Modesto Bee, Tuesday, May 5, 2009 

WASHINGTON -- Facing resistance from members of his own party, President Barack Obama 
wants to meet with all 36 Democrats on the House Energy Committee to reach agreement on 
climate and energy legislation. 

A White House aide said Obama plans to meet with the lawmakers Tuesday to discuss two of his 
key domestic priorities - legislation to cut the emissions linked to global warming by requiring 
cleaner sources of energy and efforts to overhaul health care. 



House Energy and Commerce Chairman Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Calif., and Rep. Ed Markey, D-
Mass., unveiled a draft bill in March that would reduce greenhouse gas emissions in line with a 
proposal Obama called for in his campaign.  

But the committee has postponed writing the final version of the bill because of concerns raised 
by moderate Democrats about the cost. 

Obama's budget expects to raise $650 billion by auctioning off permits to companies that release 
heat-trapping gases, with the bulk of the money going back to families to help with higher energy 
prices. 

Democrats from coal and industrial states are pushing Waxman and Markey to distribute at least 
some of those permits for free to ease costs. 

Meanwhile, House Republicans are holding their own energy summit Tuesday to highlight how 
the Waxman-Markey bill, which they call a national energy tax, will affect middle-class families 
and small businesses. 

Also, a bipartisan group of seven House members Tuesday will unveil rival energy legislation. 
Led by Rep. Neil Abercrombie, D-Hawaii, and Rep. Tim Murphy, R-Pa., the group says their plan 
will "fuel the American economy rather than fueling partisan debate."  
 
DEP approves western Pa.'s Hatfield Ferry landfill 
The Associated Press 
In the Contra Costa Times, Tri-Valley Herald and other papers, Tuesday, May 5, 2009 

GREENSBORO, Pa.—The state Department of Environmental Protection has approved plans to 
expand the coal waste and ash landfill at Allegheny Energy Supply Co. plant in southwestern 
Pennsylvania. 

The utility says the landfill at the Hatfield Ferry Power Station in Greene County is needed to 
store extra waste created by the plant's air pollution control system. Scrubbers have been 
installed to reduce air pollution from plant emissions, but that process creates solid waste that 
must be landfilled. 

The state approved the landfill saying it was better to have it at the plant rather than having trucks 
make hundreds of trips each day to haul away the waste. The landfill permit has been under 
review since 2005. 

The plant is in Monongahela Township, about 45 miles south of Pittsburgh. 

 
 


