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AG BURN ALTERNATIVES GRANT PROGRAM 
ORCHARD/VINEYARD REMOVALS  

 
PROGRAM GUIDELINES 

 
The San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (District) is accepting applications for the Ag Burn 
Alternatives Grant Program.  This program provides incentives to commercial agricultural operations 

located within District boundaries to chip agricultural material from orchard and vineyard removals and use 
for soil incorporation (whole orchard/vineyard recycling), on-site land application, off-site beneficial re-use 

(mulch, composting, land application near roadways for dust suppression, and other District approved 
beneficial re-use of the chipped material). Applications are processed on a first-come, first-served basis 

while funds are available. Additionally, this program provides incentives for the use of air curtain burners, 
which may only be used to dispose of diseased material or material with embedded wire, such as cordon 

(spur) pruned vineyard material.  
Land conversions intended for non-agricultural purposes are not eligible for funding. 

Applicant must not have chipped, nor can begin chipping, any of the acres of the orchard or 
vineyard to be removed at the location referenced in their application until they have received an 

executed voucher. Additionally, applicant must not have used, or begin using an air curtain burner 
to dispose of any diseased agricultural material or material with embedded wire to be removed at 

the location referenced in their application until they have received an executed voucher. 
Final disposition of agricultural material must be used for soil incorporation, on-site land application, or off-

site beneficial re-use, and cannot be used in any combustion processes such as biomass power 
generation, pyrolysis, or firewood, with the sole exception of air curtain burners, which may only be used to 

dispose of diseased agricultural material or material with embedded wire such as cordon (spur) pruned 
vineyard material. 

 
San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District 

Grants and Incentives Department 
1990 East Gettysburg Avenue 

Fresno, CA 93726-0244 
 

You may also contact us by phone, email, or visit our website: 
 

(559) 230-5800 
grants@valleyair.org 

https://ww2.valleyair.org/grants/ag-burn-alternatives-grant-program  

mailto:grants@valleyair.org
https://ww2.valleyair.org/grants/ag-burn-alternatives-grant-program
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ELIGIBLE MAXIMUM INCENTIVE AMOUNTS 
The incentive amount is based on number of acres removed and the final disposition of the agricultural 
material. Total funding per entity shall not exceed 100 acres per calendar year. 

Large Growers 
>500 Acres

Alternative Measure Orchard Cane Pruned Cordon Pruned* 
Soil Incorporation $400 $450 $700 
Land Application $200 $250 $500 
Air Curtain Burner (only for diseased 
material or material with embedded 
wire) 

$600 $500 $500 

Off-site Beneficial Re-use* $400 $450 $700 
Small Growers 
101-500 Acres

Alternative Measure Orchard Cane Pruned Cordon Pruned* 
Soil Incorporation $450 $560 $850 
Land Application $250 $250 $600 
Air Curtain Burner (only for diseased 
material or material with embedded 
wire) 

$750 $600 $600 

Off-site Beneficial Re-use* $450 $560 $850 
Smallest 
Growers 
≤100 Acres 

Alternative Measure Orchard Cane Pruned Cordon Pruned* 
Soil Incorporation $800 $900 $1,200 
Land Application $550 $675 $900 
Air Curtain Burner (only for diseased 
material or material with embedded 
wire) 

$1,200 $1,100 $1,100 

Off-site Beneficial Re-use* $800 $900 $1,200 

Final incentive may be less than the maximum incentive if the total eligible cost for the project is less than 
the maximum incentive or if the final project differs from the project as listed on the executed voucher. 

* Off-site beneficial re-use projects in which the applicant does not incur hauling costs will be funded at a
reduced rate.
* For cordon-spur vineyards, vineyard material must include embedded wire. Projects without embedded
wire will be funded at the cane pruned rate.

ELIGIBLE CROP TYPES 
• Orchard and vineyard removals

o As defined by Sections 3.25 and 3.38 of District Rule 4103 (Open Burning)
 Orchard Removals: includes leaves, branches, trunks, roots, stumps and

untreated sticks
 Vineyard Removal Materials: agricultural waste generated by the removal of

vineyards.  This includes grape vines, grape canes, trunks, roots, untreated grape
stakes, and wires, as well as similar materials from kiwi vineyards.
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AIR CURTAIN BURNERS 
District approval for air curtain burners to be used as an approved alternative for the final disposition of the 
agricultural material is subject to the following project criteria: 

1. District will only authorize funding for the air curtain burner alternative when non-combustion 
alternatives have been eliminated as a viable option during the application process.   

2. Air curtain burners may only be used to address diseased agricultural material or material with 
embedded wire, such as cordon-spur pruned vineyard.  

3. Project must comply with all current program requirements, including application, claim for payment, 
inspection and verification, and other program requirements. 

4. Project must comply with all applicable local, state, and federal requirements, including District 
portable equipment registration requirements. 

a. Air curtain burner must have a portable registration to operate within District boundaries. 
5. For PTO driven air curtain burners, the tractor/engine powering the air curtain burner must be at 

least a Tier 4 Final engine. 

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS, ELIGIBILITY AND RESTRICTIONS 
 

1. Only commercial agricultural operations are eligible to apply 
2. Crop removal location must be within the District boundaries 
3. The voucher will be issued to, and redeemed by the grower 

a. Chipping contractors are not eligible to apply 
b. Third parties may submit an application and receive a voucher with authorization from a 

grower on a case-by-case basis (please contact District staff for approval) 
4. Funding for orchard and vineyard removals (as defined above) must be for soil incorporation 

(whole orchard/vineyard recycling), on-site land application, off-site beneficial re-use (such as 
much, composting, and land application near roadways for dust suppression), or other District 
approved practices   

a. Chipped material is not to be used in any combustion processes including, but not limited 
to, biomass power generation, pyrolysis, or firewood 

b. No portion of the agricultural material from the orchard/vineyard removal can be burned or 
used in any of the aforementioned combustion processes, with the sole exception of air 
curtain burners for diseased material or material with embedded wire. Agricultural material 
includes (but is not limited to): leaves, branches, trunks, roots, stumps, untreated sticks, 
grape vines, grape canes, and untreated grape stakes  

5. Approved methods include chipping and shredding  
6. Air curtain burner may be approved for diseased material or material with embedded wire if all 

other non-combustion alternatives have been explored and deemed to be infeasible  
7. Co-funding is not allowed: 

a. You must disclose if you have applied for, are planning to apply for, or have received 
funding from any other sources for this project, including but not limited to, Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Healthy Soils, Tree Assistance Program (TAP), Blue 
Diamond Growers Climate Smart Grant Program, etc. 
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b. Applying for funding from other sources for this project does not necessarily preclude you 
from applying for or receiving funds under this program.  However, projects will not be 
eligible to receive funds through this program if funding is accepted from other sources  

8. Grower must certify the continued agricultural use of the property from which the orchard or 
vineyard was removed 

9. District staff will conduct a pre-inspection prior to issuing a voucher 
a. Chipping or using an air curtain burner to dispose of removal material prior to receiving an 

executed voucher will deem the project ineligible  
10. District staff will conduct a post-inspection upon project completion and submission of Claim for 

Payment packet 
11. Approved vouchers are valid for twelve (12) months from the date the voucher is issued (executed) 

a. Extensions may be approved on a case-by-case basis upon written request  

THE APPLICANT MUST: 

1. Not make any non-refundable payments or begin chipping orchard or vineyard removal 
materials related to this project until a District Voucher is issued 

2. Not make any non-refundable payments or begin using an air curtain burner to dispose of 
any diseased material or material with embedded wire on this project until a District 
Voucher is issued 

3. Certify the continued agricultural use of the property from which the orchard or vineyard 
will be removed 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

1. Applicant submits complete application packet to the District (via mail, email, fax, or web portal).  
A complete application includes: 

a. Completed and signed Application 
b. IRS Form W-9 
c. Confirmation of crop/acreage and location of orchard/vineyard removal site 

i. i.e. site map, google map, assessor’s map 
ii. For off-site beneficial re-use or off-site soil incorporation projects, a secondary site 

map (e.g., google map or assessor’s map) is required to confirm the final 
disposition location  

d. Dated and itemized quote from service provider(s) for the planned activities  
i. The quote must provide an itemized breakdown, including specific information and 

associated costs with pruning/wire/support removal (vineyards), pushing/piling, 
chipping/shredding, spreading, soil incorporation (ripping/discing), hauling 
(beneficial re-use), move-in fees, air curtain burner (for applicable projects), and 
any additional costs  

ii. For off-site beneficial re-use projects, documentation of agreement of acceptance 
of the chipped material from the proposed recipient must be submitted along with 
the quotes for the services above. This documentation must include the location of 
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the final disposition site and confirmation of the end use of the chipped material 
confirming no combustion of the material will occur.  

e. Documentation of estimated costs by participating grower, if additional costs are beyond 
those on the quote(s) for contracted services 

f. If applying for air curtain burner due to diseased material, applicant must submit the 
completed Diseased Agricultural Material Form along with the required supporting 
documentation 

2. District staff notifies Applicant if incomplete or ineligible 
3. If complete and eligible, District staff will schedule the pre-inspection of the orchard or vineyard 

removal site 
4. Upon the completion of a successful pre-inspection and complete application, District will issue 

voucher to Applicant via email (postal mail if no email address is provided) 
5. Applicant has twelve (12) months from the date of voucher issuance to complete the project 

a. Applicant must complete the project under the same project type (final disposition) as 
listed on their executed voucher.  

6. Any changes to the alternative measure require prior approval from the District 

REIMBURSEMENT PROCESS 

After receipt of an approved voucher: 

1. Applicant completes the project as described on the application and on the Voucher. 
a. If the applicant needs to complete the project in a way other than what is allowed on the 

voucher, applicant must ensure it meets the requirements and obtain District approval of 
the project changes 

2. Applicant submits a claim for payment packet including the following: 
a. Completed and signed Voucher 
b. Completed Claim for Payment Form 
c. Completed Breakdown of Services and Costs Form 
d. Completed Disclosure of Co-Funding Form 
e. Invoice(s) from contractor services 

i. Invoice(s) must show the breakdown of services conducted, i.e. 
pruning/wire/support removal (vineyards), pushing/piling, chipping/shredding, 
spreading, soil incorporation (ripping/discing), hauling/trucking (beneficial re-use), 
move-in fees, air curtain burner (for applicable projects), and any additional costs   

ii. For off-site beneficial re-use projects, documentation of receipt of the chipped 
material from the final recipient must be included. This documentation must 
include the date the material was received and the location of the final disposition 
site 

f. Documentation of incurred costs by participating grower, if additional costs are beyond 
those on the invoice for contracted services 

i. Additional costs must be itemized and applicable payment date(s) identified 
g. Proof of payment 
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i. Copy of cancelled checks, receipts, or finance documents 
3. Upon receiving your completed Claim for Payment packet, District staff will schedule your post-

inspection site visit of the removal location and of the final disposition of agricultural material 
a. The post-inspection site visit must be completed and deemed by staff to meet program 

requirements before incentive funds can be released.  District staff will complete an 
inspection report and take photographs during the site visit, including inspection of the 
removal site and final disposition of agricultural material 

4. Following receipt and verification of a complete claim packet and completion of the post-inspection, 
the District will issue reimbursement payment, generally within sixty (60) working days 

MAP OF  
SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 

BOUNDARIES 
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AG BURN ALTERNATIVES GRANT PROGRAM 
APPLICATION 

 
SECTION 1 - APPLICANT INFORMATION (PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 
ORGANIZATION INFORMATION 
1. Organization, Company, or Proprietor’s Name (as it appears on Form W-9): 

 

2.    Address: 

3.    City: 4.    State: 5. Zip Code: 

6. Mailing Address (if different from above): 

7. City: 8. State: 9. Zip Code: 

11.  County of Business Location (check all that apply):  
 Fresno   Kern (Valley Portion)   Kings   Madera   Merced   San Joaquin   Stanislaus  

        Tulare    Other, specify:    

 

 

12. Total Acreage of All Agricultural Operations in the 
Valley: 

13. List any District Burn Permit Number(s) if   
applicable:  

 

SECTION 2- CONTACT INFORMATION (PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 

PRIMARY CONTACT INFORMATION 
1. First and Last Name: 2. Title: 

3. Phone Number: 4. Fax Number: 

5. Alternate Contact Number: 6. Email: 

SIGNING AUTHORITY INFORMATION (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE) 
7. First and Last Name: 8. Title: 

9. Phone Number: 
 

 

 

10. Fax Number: 

11. Alternate Contact Number: 12. Email: 
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SECTION 3 – PROJECT INFORMATION (PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 
1. Crop Location Address (removal site must be contiguous): 
 
2. City: 3. Zip Code: 

4. Relative Directions from Cross Streets: 

5. Which alternative measure is being selected: 
 Chipping with Soil Incorporation/Whole Orchard Recycling   
 Chipping without Soil Incorporation (On-site land application of chipped material)   
 Air Curtain Burner (only for diseased material or material with embedded wire) 
 Chipping with Off-site Beneficial Re-use, specify: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
     (i.e. mulching, composting, land application near roadways for dust suppression) 

6. Orchard/Vineyard removal acreage: 7. Crop Type (one crop type permitted per application): 

8. (For Vineyard Projects) Grape Category:  
  Raisin        Table        Wine 

9. (For Vineyard Projects) Vineyard Type:      
 Cane Pruned       Spur Pruned (Cordon) 

10. For air curtain burners; have all non-combustion alternatives been explored and deemed to be infeasible?    
 Yes, no other alternative options are feasible for my orchard/vineyard removal due to the following     

reason(s):   Check all that apply 
 Removal material is diseased (Submit Diseased Agricultural Material Form) 
 Chipping contractors in the area are unable to chip material with embedded wire 
 Extensive delay in availability of chipping equipment. Delay of about _________months 
 Other alternative measures are not economically feasible 
 Other, please explain_____________________________________________________ 

  No (Ineligible for funding) 
11. Will you be completing the project yourself or hiring a third party contractor? 

 
12. Final Disposition of Agricultural Material Location/Address: 
 

13. City: 14. Zip Code: 

15. Relative Directions from Cross Streets: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

16. You must disclose if you have applied for, are planning to apply for, or have received funding from any other 
sources for this project, including but not limited to: Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Healthy 
Soils, Tree Assistance Program (TAP), Blue Diamond Growers Climate Smart Grant Program, etc. 

  No, I HAVE NOT applied and WILL NOT apply for funding from other sources 

   Yes, I HAVE received, will receive, or plan on receiving funding from other sources 
NOTE: Applying for funding from other sources for this project does not necessarily preclude you 
from applying for or receiving funds under this program.  However, projects will not be eligible to 
receive funds through this program if funding is accepted from other sources. 

17. Funding Source Name(s): 18. Estimated Amount(s): 
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CERTIFICATIONS FORM 
I have read the Eligibility Criteria and Program Guidelines and I agree to ALL the following terms and conditions by signing 
below: 
• I have not chipped, nor will I begin chipping, any of the acres of the orchard/vineyard to be removed at the above-described 

location referenced in this application until I have an executed voucher. Additionally, if selecting the air curtain burner 
practice, I have not and will not begin processing any acres of material through an air curtain burner until I have an executed 
District voucher. 

• I understand that the chipped material must be used for soil incorporation (whole orchard/vineyard recycling), on-site land 
application, off-site beneficial re-use (mulch, composting, land application near roadways for dust suppression, and other 
District approved beneficial re-use of the chipped material), or other District approved practices., and cannot be used in 
any combustion practices including, but not limited to biomass power generation, pyrolysis, and firewood with the sole 
exception of air curtain burners, which may only be used to dispose of diseased material or material with embedded wire, 
such as cordon (spur) pruned vineyard material. 

• I understand that no portion of the agricultural material from the orchard/vineyard removal can be burned or used in any 
of the aforementioned combustion processes with the sole exception of air curtain burners, including (but not limited to): 
leaves, branches, trunks, roots, stumps, untreated sticks, grape vines, grape canes, and untreated grape stakes.   

• I understand that submission of this application does not guarantee incentive funding for the project. 
• I understand that the final funding amount reimbursed may be less than the maximum incentive amount if the final invoice amount 

for the project is less than the maximum incentive amount or if the final project is different from the proposed project. For example, 
the project proposed and funded was 100% soil incorporation but the final project was 50% with soil incorporation and 50% without 
soil incorporation. 

• I certify that I will continue to use the acres referenced in this application for agricultural use. 
o The property undergoing an orchard removal will remain a commercial agricultural operation, consistent with District Rule 4103 

– Open Burning, and Section 80100 of Title 17, Code of California Regulations, which provides for the open burning of 
agricultural materials produced wholly from agricultural operations in the growing and harvesting of crops or the raising of fowl 
or animals for the primary purpose of making a profit, providing a livelihood, or conducting agricultural research or instruction 
by an educational institution. Land conversions intended for non-agricultural purposes are not eligible for funding. 

o The orchard/vineyard to be removed at the above-described location is from a commercial agricultural operation. 
o The removal of this orchard/vineyard is not for the purpose of preparing the land for a commercial, residential, or other non-

agricultural use. 
• I certify that the total acreage of the agricultural operation for this entity, as reported in this application, is current and accurate to the 

best of my knowledge. 
• I understand that the selection of a third-party contractor to perform any or all of the project is completely my choice and the District 

does not endorse, or is not in partnership with any such contractors and shall not be responsible for any disputes arising from the 
work performed between the applicant and the contractor. The District will not be held liable for any disputes, circumstances or 
events that occur between the applicant and contractor. Contractors are independent contractors; they are not officers, 
representatives, agents, servants, employees, partners, associates, or joint ventures of the District. 

• Projects funded by District will not be used as marketable emission reduction credits, to offset any emission reduction obligation, or 
for credit under any federal or state emission averaging, banking and trading program.  In addition, projects funded through this 
program may not be used to generate a compliance extension or extra credit for determining regulatory compliance. 

• Any current financial incentive that directly reduces the project cost, including but not limited to, tax credits or deductions, grants, or 
other public financial assistance for the same project, must be disclosed to the District.  

• I certify that I am currently in compliance with all federal, State, and local air quality rules and regulations and I am not aware of any 
outstanding or pending enforcement actions. 

• I agree not to make a payment towards the orchard/vineyard removal prior to receiving a valid voucher from the District. 
Additionally, if selecting the air curtain burner practice, I agree not to make a payment towards the processing of material through 
air curtain burner prior to receiving a valid voucher from the District. 

I hereby certify that all information provided in this application and any attachments are true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge. 

Signature of Signing Authority:  Date:  

Print Name: Title:  
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APPLICATION PACKET CHECKLIST 

When submitting a project for consideration, submit a complete application packet.  An incomplete application 
packet will lengthen the application processing time and delay possible incentive funding.  A complete application 
packet includes the following items: 
 

 Completed Application, no fields left blank 
 Completed Certifications Form section, signed by Applicant (Signing Authority) 
 First page of IRS Form W-9 
 Confirmation of crop/acreage and location of orchard/vineyard removal site 

o i.e. site map, google map, assessor’s map  
o For off-site beneficial re-use or off-site soil incorporation projects, a secondary site map (e.g., google map or 

assessor’s map) is required to confirm the final disposition location 
 Dated and itemized Quote from service provider(s) for the planned activities. 

o The quote must provide an itemized breakdown, including specific information and associated costs with 
pruning/wire/support removal (vineyards), pushing/piling, chipping/shredding, spreading, soil incorporation 
(ripping/discing), hauling/trucking (beneficial re-use), move-in fees, air curtain burner (for applicable 
projects), and any additional costs 

o For off-site beneficial re-use projects, documentation of agreement of acceptance of the chipped material 
from the proposed recipient must be submitted along with the quotes for the services above. This 
documentation must include the location of the final disposition site and confirmation of the end use of the 
chipped material confirming no combustion of the material will occur 

 Documentation of estimated costs by participating grower, if additional costs are beyond those on the quote(s) 
for contracted services 

 If applying for air curtain burner as the alternative measure due to diseased agricultural material, submit the 
completed Diseased Agricultural Material Form along with the required supporting documentation 

 
 

 
 
 

Please return all completed applications to: 

1990 East Gettysburg Avenue Fresno, CA 93726-0244 

Phone: (559) 230-5800   Fax: (559) 230-6112   Email: grants@valleyair.org 

 Web Portal: https://ww2.valleyair.org/grants/ag-burn-alternatives-grant-program 
 

Don’t forget to retain a full copy of the completed application for your own records. 
For additional assistance, please contact staff in the Grants and Incentives Department at (559) 230-5800 

mailto:grants@valleyair.org
https://ww2.valleyair.org/grants/ag-burn-alternatives-grant-program
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