
The Valley Air District covers eight counties including San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare and the Valley air 
basin portion of Kern.  Visit www.valleyair.org to learn more. 

News Release 
For immediate release 
4-15-13 
Attn:  Local news & assignment 
editors  

Northern region - Modesto 
Anthony Presto (209) 557-6472 
Central  region – Fresno 
Heather Heinks (559) 230-5898 
Southern region – Bakersfield 
Jaime Holt (661) 381-1809 
Spanish-language contact 
Ana Reyes (559) 230-5851 
After hours 
(559)284-6317 

 

New grant program retrofits Valley school buses 
Application period April 15 through June 7 

 
The Air District is seeking applications for a new grants program that provides up to $20,000 apiece for 
emission-reducing retrofits on Valley school buses. 
 
Public school districts, joint powers authorities and private transportation agencies in the eight-county 
air basin are eligible for the program, which also assists school districts with upcoming compliance 
requirements of California’s Truck and Bus Regulation. 
 
“Public health protection is our number one priority, and this funding is an important factor in cleaning 
up our air and protecting the health of our youngest residents and their communities,” said Samir 
Sheikh, the District’s grants program director.  
 
The new School Bus Incentives Program is fully funded by the Air District. Previously, the District 
awarded $18 million through a state program that retrofitted 975 school buses.  
 
“This new program answers a real economic need of school districts in the Valley,” said Sheikh. 
 
Funding will provide up to $20,000 to purchase an ARB Certified Level 3+ retrofit device and other 
eligible expenses. Schools may receive funding for multiple buses. Eligible buses must be: 
 

 Equipped with a 1987 or newer model year engine 

 Diesel fueled 

 Greater than 14,000 pounds Gross Vehicle Weight Rating 
 
Applications will be taken through June 7, 2013. 
 
This is one of many programs the District has which targets emissions related to schools.  The Healthy 
Air Living Schools program educates students, parents, teachers and administrators about air quality 
and works to reducing vehicle idling at school sites. 
 
For more information, contact the Air District’s grants program at 559-230-5800 or visit 
http://www.valleyair.org/Grant_Programs/GrantPrograms.htm. 
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